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intelligence, but although he was so quick to absorb
knowledge, he soon abandoned worldly studies, tell-
ing his school-master,  'To your accomplishments I
prefer the study of dlivine knowledge/    He then,
like many another religious reformer, betook him-
self to the woods and listened to the teachings of the
sages and anchorites, who had sought shelter there
from religious persecution.     From them he learnt
a great deal; and at fourteen his education was far
wider than that of other boys of his age.    It was,
however, time for him to marry   and   he   married
Sulakhani, the daughter of one Mula, a resident of
Batala in the  Gurdaspur  District.     She bore him
in due course two sons, Shri Chand and Lakshmidas.
His father Kalu was anxious to see his son settled
in life and after great difficulty persuaded him to
become a shopkeeper.    He gave Nanak money with
which to buy, at the neighbouring town of Chuhar-
khana, stock for his shop.    On the way Nanak met
some starving anchorites and spent the money in
feeding   them.    When he returned   home without
either money or purchases, his exasperated father
boxed his ears.    Nanak   smarting   at   his   father's
treatment, left the family house.    For a short time
he was storekeeper to the governor of Sultanpur ;
then he became a fakir and began his interminable
wanderings. . With him journeyed a disciple called
Mardana, a Musulman Dum or hereditary minstrel.
In the course of his travels Nanak met a notorious
robber called Shaikh Sajjan.   This ingenious person
had built, to attract wayfarers, both a Hindu temple
and a mosque ; and he had the manners and tact of
an ambassador.    Unhappily his subsequent conduct
belied   his   victims'   first   impressions.     Once   his